
292

Focus Question: Why have ethnic and religious conflicts divided some
nations?

As you read this section in your textbook, fill in the flowchart below to help you recognize the
sequence of events that took place in Northern Ireland, Chechnya, and Yugoslavia.
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Section Summary
CONFLICTS DIVIDE NATIONS

CHAPTER

32
SECTION 1

READING CHECK

In which country did ethnic ten-
sions not lead to war?

VOCABULARY STRATEGY

What does dominated mean in
the underlined sentence? What
clues can you find in the sur-
rounding words, phrases, or
sentences? Use these context
clues to help you figure out what 
dominated means.

READING SKILL

Recognize Sequence What hap-
pened in Ireland after indepen-
dence to cause conflict?

In recent decades, many wars and conflicts have arisen over ethnic
differences. For example, in Sri Lanka, Sinhalese Buddhists are the
majority. Sinhalese nationalists forbade the use of the Tamil lan-
guage and made Sinhalese the official language. This and other poli-
cies led to a civil war between the Buddhists and Tamils. Tamils
agreed to a ceasefire when the government agreed to negotiations
over a separate Tamil government.

In some countries, however, conflicts have been peacefully
resolved. In Canada the democratic government helped prevent
French-speaking Quebec from seeking independence. 

Northern Ireland was the scene of another long-term conflict. In
1922 the Protestant majority in six northern counties voted to remain
part of Britain when Ireland became independent. However, many
Catholics in those counties wanted to join with Ireland, which has a
Catholic majority. Beginning in the 1960s, extremists on both sides
turned to violence. Peace talks dragged on for years. Finally, in 1998,
Protestants and Catholics signed the Good Friday Agreement, a
peace accord.

After the fall of the Soviet Union, many minorities in several for-
mer republics wanted independence. For example, ethnic Armenians
fought for freedom against Azerbaijanis. The fiercest struggle
occurred in Chechnya, where Muslim Chechen nationalists fought
to free Chechnya from Russian control. Russia crushed a Chechen
revolt in the mid-1990s. As a result, many civilians were killed.
When a 1997 peace treaty failed, some Chechens turned to terrorism.

Ethnic tensions also tore Yugoslavia apart during the 1990s.
Before 1991, Yugoslavia was a multiethnic, communist country. 
The Serbs dominated Yugoslavia, which was controlled by the 
Communist Party. The fall of communism resulted in nationalist
unrest and fighting between Serbs and Croats in Croatia. Soon the
fighting spread to neighboring Bosnia. During the war, all sides
committed atrocities. In Bosnia, the Serbs conducted a vicious cam-
paign of ethnic cleansing. In 1995, the war in Bosnia ended. Then,
however, another crisis broke out in the Serbian province of Kosovo.
In 1989 Serbian president Slobodan Milosevic began oppressing
Kosovar Albanians. Ten years later, NATO launched air strikes
against Serbia. UN and NATO forces eventually restored peace.

Review Questions
1. What two groups are in conflict in Sri Lanka?

2. Why did Chechnya become an area of conflict in Russia?
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Focus Question: Why have conflicts plagued some African countries?

A. As you read “South Africa Struggles for Freedom,” “South Africa’s Neighbors Face Long
Conflicts,” and “Ethnic Conflicts Kill Millions,” record the sequence of events in the
conflicts in South Africa and its neighbors.

B. As you read “Ethnic Conflicts Kill Millions,” identify the causes and effects of the
conflicts in Rwanda, Sudan, Burundi, and Darfur.
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Section Summary
STRUGGLES IN AFRICA

CHAPTER

32
SECTION 2

READING CHECK

Which two African countries
gained independence from 
Portugal?

VOCABULARY STRATEGY

What does the word stipulated
mean in the underlined sen-
tence? Note that stipulated
refers to laws. The previous sen-
tence has a reference to restric-
tions that non-whites faced. Use
these context clues to help you
understand the meaning of the
word stipulated.

READING SKILL

Recognize Sequence  Did the
South African government out-
law the ANC before or after the
protest in Sharpeville?

In the 1950s and 1960s, many new nations won independence in
Africa. Several other African nations suffered internal conflicts and
civil wars. In 1910, South Africa achieved self-rule from Britain. Most
civil rights, however, were limited to white settlers. The black major-
ity had few rights under a legal system of racial segregation called
apartheid. Under apartheid, nonwhites faced many restrictions. For
example, laws banned marriages between races and stipulated segre-
gated restaurants, beaches, and schools.

The African National Congress (ANC) opposed apartheid and
led the struggle for majority rule. In 1960 police gunned down 69 peo-
ple during a protest in Sharpeville, a black township. The govern-
ment then outlawed the ANC. Nelson Mandela, an ANC leader, was
sentenced to life imprisonment. 

In the 1980s, international demands for an end to apartheid and
for Mandela’s release increased. In 1984, Bishop Desmond Tutu won
the Nobel Peace Prize for his nonviolent opposition to apartheid. In
1990, South African president F.W. de Klerk ended apartheid and
freed Mandela, who was elected president in 1994.

South Africa’s neighbors also experienced long conflicts to attain 
independence. Portugal granted independence to Angola and
Mozambique in 1975. South Africa and the United States saw the
new nations as threats because some liberation leaders had ties to
the ANC or the Soviet Union.

After independence, ethnic conflicts plagued many nations. 
Historic resentments divided nations, and regional rivalries fed eth-
nic violence. In Rwanda, one of Africa’s deadliest wars occurred.
There, the Hutus were the majority, but the minority Tutsis domi-
nated the country. In 1994, extremist Hutus slaughtered about
800,000 Tutsis and moderate Hutus. Another 3 million Rwandans
lost their homes. In response, world leaders pledged to stop geno-
cide wherever it may occur. Their power to do this, however, was
limited. In Sudan, non-Muslim, non-Arab rebels in the south battled
Arab Muslims from the north. This war, drought, and famine caused
millions of deaths. Finally, southern rebels signed a peace agreement
in 2004. In the same year, however, ethnic conflict spread to Darfur
in western Sudan. This conflict raised fears of a new genocide.

Review Questions
1. Describe conditions under apartheid in South Africa.

2. What led to deadly war in Rwanda?
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Focus Question: What are the causes of conflict in the Middle East?

As you read the section in your textbook, use the flowchart to record the sequence of events
relating to the conflicts in the Middle East.
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Section Summary
CONFLICTS IN THE MIDDLE EAST

CHAPTER

32
SECTION 3

READING CHECK

Which groups in Iraq were
excluded from power?

VOCABULARY STRATEGY

What does the word diverse
mean in the underlined sen-
tence? Notice how in the next
sentence four ethnic groups are
mentioned. Use this context clue
to help you understand the
meaning of diverse.

READING SKILL

Recognize Sequence  Circle the
phrase in the sentence below
that signals sequence.

In 1990, Iraq invaded Kuwait. In
response, the United States led
a coalition against the invasion.

For decades, the Middle East has been the location of conflict. 
Modern Israel was created in 1948 on land that had belonged to
Palestinian Arabs. As a result, there has been repeated war and vio-
lence. In several wars against Egypt and others, Israel gained more
land. This is called the occupied territories.

The Palestine Liberation Organization, led by Yasir Arafat, fought
against the Israelis. In the occupied territories, Palestinians launched
uprisings called intifadas. In addition, suicide bombers spread terror
inside Israel. The Israelis responded with armed force, and Palestinian
bitterness increased. Leaders, such as Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak
Rabin, pushed for peace. There were many stumbling blocks, how-
ever, such as disagreements over Jerusalem, a city sacred to Jews,
Christians, and Muslims. During the early 2000s, new steps toward
peace offered some hope, but serious obstacles remained.

Lebanon is home to diverse ethnic and religious groups. The
government depended on a delicate balance among Arab Christians,
Sunni Muslims, Shiite Muslims, and Druze. In 1975, Christian and
Muslim militias battled each other, and both Israel and Syria
invaded. By 1990, however, peace had been restored.

Conflicts also plagued Iraq. Iraq’s Sunni Muslim minority domi-
nated the country for centuries. The Kurdish minority and Shiite
Muslim majority were excluded from power. In 1979 Saddam 
Hussein took power as a dictator. He fought a prolonged war
against neighboring Iran in the 1980s. In 1990, Iraq invaded Kuwait.
In response, the United States led a coalition against that invasion. In
the Gulf War that ensued, Kuwait was liberated and Iraqi forces
were crushed. Saddam Hussein remained in power and used terror
to impose his will. The United States, France, and Britain set up 
no-fly zones to protect the Kurds and Shiites. The UN worked to
keep Saddam Hussein from building biological, nuclear, or chemical
weapons, called weapons of mass destruction (WMDs).

In 2003, the United States led a coalition that invaded Iraq and
overthrew Saddam Hussein. Iraqi insurgents fought against the
occupation that followed. In 2005, national elections were held for
the first time.

Review Questions
1. How did Israel come to control the occupied territories?

2. What were the results of the Gulf War in 1990?
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